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Message from the PrincigalStephanie Jackman

Thank you to parents for attending our goal setting conferences in Septénbédmnagwu
were able to |l earn about your chil dds asses:s
the year. We are pleased to report tAé%o of our parents attended conferences. The staff and |
sincerely appreciate our parents and PTA for donating and preparing dinner each of the three
conference nights. Thank you for taking such good care of us.

The staff also appreciated the wonder f ul
The purpose of this tradition is to celebrate culture and community. We emphasized this with a
simple statement dflany Cultures, One Commanithitygoal to have all students understand what
culture means. Adjustments were made this year to ensure a safe and positive experience for a
families and your support was appreciated by following the color coded schedules. Thank you ft
donating food to assist us with providing a taste of culture. Please email or call the office, if you
are interested in participating Iin the 201¢2
the fall next year.

During August through October, across the district, all schools write improvement goals in the
areas of student achievement, reducing gaps in performance of our subpopulations of students
and assuring a positive and safe school environment. Our staff and School Accountability
Committee (SAC) has been focused on completing our Unified Improvement Plan (UIP) which
clearly states our goals and key improvement strategies to accomplish this focus. The complete
plan has been shared with our SAC and was explained at the October Principal Coffee Chat. If
you would |Iike to read the full document,hk
Our fall progress report will include updated steps taken to accomplish goals and will be
submitted to the school district on Novembef"14

One ongoing goal for all Lafayette students is to arrive to school on time each day ready to
learn. Attendance reports will continue to be monitored weekly, monthly and each semester to
ensure we are notifying parents of concerns. In addition, homework supports and high expecta-
tion overtime sessions for students who need this support will be made available.

Celebration is also an important part of continuous improvement. Stay tuned for new
celebrations from me for students who have almost perfect attendance, arrive on time each day,
complete their homework on a regular basis and put forth their best effort each day. All staff
wish to celebrate and recognize our students for being leaders, learners and Lafayette cougars.

Thank you for partnering with us, your Lafayette Elementary Staff!!

LAFAYETTE ELEMENTARY 101 NORTH BERMONT AVE LAFAYETTFH—IOEBOZG 561.8900 =
FAX: 720.561.8901 24 HOUR ATTENDANCE LINE: 720 S580VBW02AFAYETTEELEMENTARY.COM
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305 Choose Your
Life 8:45am SAC 2:45pm
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PRINCIPAIS MESSAGE_ONTINUED. . .

| have been working with 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students who chose to be part of our
Cougar Safety Patrol and Cougar Green Team. Members of these teams assist during reces
in the cafeteria, on the bus, and announcements. | am grateful for their leadership, ideas anc
patience as this is a new experience for our school. Thank you to the following students for
helping us keep our school safe, reminding us of our Cougar Code behavior expectations an
to reduce, reuse and recycle:

Cougar Safety Patrol:Jack Difiore, Rick Difiore, Esmeralde Renteri
Cecilia Rea, Nolan Ramsey, Sean Colligan, Ben McCloskey, Drew Gra
Marcus Allen, Kailey Messacapo, Nick Kapushion, Hannah Schuman, J
Meere, Naomi Prine, Lily Bush, Emmali Vasquez, Anna Vertun, Logan
Rollberg, Faith Lacy, Josephine Hoagland, Trevor Erickson, Skyler Wilmot & lain Nolan

Cougar Green TeamMatthew Grant, Mason Maierhofer, Sydney Reed,
Charlee Van Poppel, Bennett Hambleton, Ben McCloskey, & Citali Alvarez

I tds an honor and a privilege to be the
the students, staff, parents and community for making all my days special and for you
commitment to our school. Enjoy the upcoming holidays!

CY IR YIPOL YRR YR YR YIS
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SCHOOLACCOUNTABILITRREPORT

Lafayette Elementary School

Spotlight on the 2011 -2012 Unified Improvement Plan Goals

During the 2011 -2012 academic year, Lafayette Elementary will implement four Major Improvement Strategies in sup-

port of meeting i mprovement goals outlined in the school &8s Ur
lighted below. The remaining two strategies will be highlighted in an upcoming issue of the Lafayette Lookout, Parents
are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the essence of
reinforcing them at home.
Major Improvement Strategy: WRITING ACROSS CONTENT AREAS
Summary: Writing will be integrated into all content areas to increase the amount of time students practice these
skills and to ensure students apply the skills to all subjects.
What This Strategy Means:
Students need to . .. Staff willé Parents can assist by . . .
épractice writing 32 ohtegrasetfveyti hgsupportciongesatudents at
can. Students need to be able to areas and ensure students under- ensuring that assigned homework is
provide written responses to ques- stand how essential writing is to complete and help students practice
tions in all content areas. success. Through focused prac- or respond in writing when appropri-
For example: tice, modeling and instruction in all ate. Speaking is linked to writing
Readingi students may need to tell subject areas (reading, math, skills and support that is given
and write a summary of the story or science, social studies, etc) staff around verbalizing thoughts in
information. will show students proficient and complete sentences will benefit all
Math fi students may need to explain advanced responses. students.
how they got their number answer in This will be measured through Parents can contact teachers if
words. implementing agreed upon grade additional support or explanation is
Wri . . level expectations, writing needed, or if they would like to know
ritten responses typically require o
students to answer in complete sen- assgssments and responses to more abou_t how this mproyement
. . assignments. strategy will impact their child at
tences using correct spelling, punc- )
. o his or her current grade level.
tuation and capitalization.
Major Improvement Strateqgy: SCHOOL CLIMATE GOAL
Summary of focus : Students will know how to respond to situations that feel like bullying; will feel comfortable to
stand up against this type of behavior and prevent it from happening; ask for help if support is needed and will feel safe
to tell an adult.
What This Strategy Means:
Students need to . .. Staff willé Parents can assist by . . .
ébe able to identil®fgyowhéeénueheéypy creat|eé sau cparnmuinng ystoddent § at

feel unsafe or unhappy at school
and know how to respond when
these situations occur.

Students will be able to identify
what bullying is and what it looks
and sounds like. Students will
learn about the difference
between tattling and telling and
being a bully, bystander or a
victim.

respect and a safe environment for
students to tell and talk about
bullying situations and how to re-
spond.

Our Climate Committee and staff
will measure this goal through im-
plementing agreed upon expecta-
tions, climate surveys with students
throughout the year and BVSD
Parent Snapshot and Student
Climate Survey results in spring

of 2012.

cussing what bullying behavior looks
like and appropriate actions to take in
different situations. Bullying is not
always easy to spot because it happens
in different ways.

Parents can talk with their children,
contact teachers or administration if
additional support or explanation is
needed, or if they would like to know
more about how this improvement
strategy will impact their child at his
or her current grade level.
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CHARACTERMATTERS

The following students have bee Shannen W.. Will H Cash L., Kai S,,
selected by their teachers for reg Skye G éélssie E" Berit C., Annie M.,
resenting the character trait of " i i
J Sydney W., Matthew S., '\IjlaIHA.éCoAzle.tte VOV
Ben C., Gabbi Hi., ofly B., Alaina ©.,
CITIZENSHIP Nathan S.. Grace M. Citlalli A., Hayden O.,
What does CITIZENSHIP mean Samantha S., John B., Riley G., Mike D.,
| care about the duties and Tallis K., Ty S., Cooper S., Samantha M., Will V.,
responsibilities that come with Hannah E., Chloe B., Molly M., Molly H.,
being a member of a Griffin M.. Phoebe P. Aidan O., Anthony M.,
community. Jo B., Paige J., Kevin L., Rachel R., Eric S.,
Dakota G., Audrey M., Lucy P., Sydnie H.
P 2 Luke G., Lara F., and Nolan R.
f ¢ % Aaron P., Zach M., Congratulations to All!

Josh W., Daniel V.,

COMMUNITYNEWS
CELEBRATIN®URSTUDENTS LETUSKNOW IF YOUHAVE SOMETHING O SHARE

Cassidy Cheesman named Generation Wow! Girl Scout

Cassidy Cheesman, age 9, 4™ grader at Lafayette Elementary, has recently been named by Girl Scouts of
Colorado (GSCO) as one of the leaders of tomorrow i the Generation Wow!

As part of Girl Scouts 100th anniversary celebrations, GSCO has named 100 Colorado Girl Scouts as the
Generation Wow! This designation recognizes outstanding girls whose individual achievements in Girl
Scouts, their schools and communities set them apart as leaders.

On October 12, 2011 Cassidy attended the Women of Distinction and Generation Wow! Celebration at
the Denver Marriott City Center to be honored. Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper and Denver Mayor
Michael Hancock both were on hand to commend the girls for their contributions to making the world a better
pl ace. From her service project at Ekar Far ms,
Garden to Table program.

Congratulations Cassidy! We are so proud of you!
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Cas

* Did you ety ﬁ;;z WEATHER ALERT!
, Sr §opeiary ﬁ\:, The cold is here! Please make sure
knowe 7 hil hool with lav-
¢ <&, your child comes to school with lay
S We only had one bag of *;:‘ ers of cIothIes so he/she may be_ab_lg {
2N t0 remo ers as necessary inside == IR
e tr as h from ou rﬁ"’ t:fnc%l outg%e %rﬁre%egsé:%; ents will be outside 3K
4 Festival. Thank you to our 3% unless the temperature falls below 20°F. 3K
- volunteers for washing the **An d dondt forget to | a¥el
dishes to make this happen! . >& Thanks! €
o ik %
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PARENTENGAGEMENTNETWORK

Family Life Healthier and Happier Expert Panel: How to Reduce Family Conflict

P By Dr. Jan Hittelman When: Monday, November 7 ™, 7:00 -8:00pm

9 0 Where: BVSD Board Room (6500 Arapahoe,

N=Inourhurriedday -to-day | i v e sBouldert foadcast live on Channel 22, or

easy to lose sight of the frequency, streamed live at BVSD.org.

quality, and temperament of our family inter-
actions. Yet, family is so important to each of Submit questions:
us. Thatds why itds hel WwgquldefPgyghologicglSetviges.cgnychagngl-2g ¢ ¢ a
sional famipd. oHereeckare B8HBNGHBEONAARAAAAAAARAAR
tions that when answered will provide you with Workshop: Minimizing Drama & Enhancing
the information you need to make any neces- Harmony in the Family
sary famiulpys 6at une When: Monday, November 28 " @ 6:30-8:00pm

Where: Meadows Branch Library
(4800 Baseline Road, Boulder)
Facilitator: Elizabeth Matthews, LPC
For More information:
www.BoulderPsychologicalservices.com
3. Have we had any 1:1 time with our children oo

1. How often are we doing fun family activi-
ties together?

2. Are we giving our children at least as much
positive feedback as negative feedback?

lately? UPCOMING PEN EVENT:
4. Does everyone in the family feel comfort- Boys and Girls Relate Differently;
able sharing their feelings with each other? Celebrating Family Relationships

Speak Out, Speak Up!
Michael Vladeck & Shari Leach

. . . _ Wednesday, November 9, 5:45 - 8:45pm
6. Do we discuss issues as a family and include Dinner, inclusive panel of women/youth/men

our childrends opinions in rﬁ\/‘QSBIIEDVdEIQI'I%Rcon'
flicts?

5. Do we treat our children with the same re-
spect we expect from them?

7. Do we tell our children that we love them Learn more about PEN by visiting their website:
and demonstrate our love in our actions? www.parentengagementnetwork.org  or by contacting
. . Paula Nelson, PEN chair (pjn6225@yahoo.com, 303 -
8. [_)o we forgive ourse!ves fgr_ our imperfec- 880-6030) or Betsy Fox, PEN Lead Coach,
tions as parents, while striving to learn and (foxbetsy123@msn.com, 720 -563-7007).
grow into the best parents we can be? Dr. Jan Hittelman, a licensed psychologist, is Director

- of Boulder Psychological Services and the Founder of
9. Do we seek out opportunities to learn more : : .
the Boulder Counseling Cooperative . Questions or com-

about being effective parents and raising ments for this monthly column can be sent via email to:
happy, well-adjusted children? jan.hittelman@gmail.com, or by phone: 720 -217-3270

The truth is few things are more challenging
than parenting and we can use all the help we can
get. To learn more about a variety of effective
strategies that will benefit your family, partici-
pate in the upcoming FREE community events:
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CTAND OUR COUGARCODE

During hug and go and pick up times, students must follow the paw prints and may not cross through the bus circle.

Oh! Here is the door bell!

All visitors and volunteers must sign in the office
and wear a badge! \We are leaders, we are learners, we are Lafayette Cout

Lafayette Lookout




NEWSYou CAN USE

Volunteer Dishwashers Needed for Hallc

this year!

T
THH

Help keep our Halloween classroom parties GREEN
If you'd like to help, please join Deb after m
1:00pm in the cafeteria on 10/31.

!I[ | — |

Please Join us for our
Final Community Gardening
Event of 2011.

It's been a great year for our gardens

~ with record participation and harvests
since last spring... Our tired soil could use
a little TLC!

*Please note the date change below due to threatening weather.

Meet in the large gardens on Friday,
October 28th from 2:35 - 4:00pm . You

know the mantra: If everyone does a
little, no one has to do a lot!
Grab some work gloves and join us to get
< dirty as we tuck our gardens in for winter
with layers of compost and mulch.  There
Is absolutely no need for garden experi-
ence to enjoy this event - all ages are wel-
come and we always have fun giving the lit-
tle ones wheelbarrow rides (and admiring
their mud -pies) during breaks !
Donations of leaves, cardboard and
newspapers are needed!!
Any of these items may be dropped off -
contained to prevent litter, please - in our
back gardens (west of the 1st & 2nd grade
playground). If you need more informa-
tion, please contact Debra McCloskey
at debra@superstructs.com or
Mary Wilkie at mary.b.wilkie@gmail.com .

ARARRARRRRARRARRRRRN
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REACHING BEYOND THE SUMMIT
Eaducating with Altitude

The National Association for Gifted
Children and the Colorado Association for
Gifted and Talented invite you to the 59TH
Annual Convention in Denver, Colorado on

November 15 -18, 2012.
Save the Dates!
More information January 2012
Visit the sites for:
National Association for
Gifted Children at
www.nagc.org and
Colorado Association for
Gifted and Talented at

Open Enrollment Workshop
for Parents/Guardians

Saturday, November5from  10:30 -noon OR
Wednesday, November 9 from 6:30 -8
at Lafayette Public Library
775 W Baseline Rd. Phone:(303) 665 -5200

Presented by Kanesha Baynard.
Call now and register for either session:

we

November 5 November 9
ATTENTION!
Parents, please dondt email t
your chil dds afterschool pl an
same day theydve changed. |[Tea

not have time to check email during the

day. Your message may not be read until

after school! For emergency messages please call
the office: (720)561 -8900
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